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teen miles long, with two inclined planes tip which
the trains were drawn, and down which they were
lowered by cables* There was an opposition line
of stagecoaches between Albany and Schenectady,
running at the same price and making the same
time.

Of the second period, that of nature worship,
was my first trout, another delirium. My mother
had taken me to visit one of her brothers, a farmer
in the western section of New York, soon after
made famous by the anti-rent war, in which my
uncle was one of the " Indian Chiefs,"1 and there I
went fishing in the brook that ran through his farm.
I caught a small trout and did not know what fish
it might be, till I saw the crimson spots on his side
and remembered that the trout in books bore them,
and then I threw him on the grass and danced a
wild dance around him, a powwow as furious as a
red Indian's scalp-dance, while he, poor little finger-
ling, jumped in the unkindly herb. Then I caught
him up and raced to the house nearly half a mile, to
show him, and put him in the trough under the
pump, where he arrived still gasping but alive, and
where he remained for all my recollection of his fate
thereafter. But I remember that the beauty of the
little creature gave me more pleasure than the cap-
ture.

About this time I began to try to draw, and

1 The bands which carried on what became an actual insurrection
against the civic authorities were led by men disguised as red In-
dians and called chiefs.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